Twizel: Gateway to 
Aoraki / Mt Cook 


TWIZEL TRAILS 


One of the joys of Twizel is its networks of Greenways 
and Walkways in and around the town. These bring 
great views, fresh air, rare birds and exercise. All the 
walks are ‘bike-able’, ‘dog walk-able’ and ‘buggy-able’. 
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TWIZEL WALKS 


All trails start and finish from the Twizel Information Centre. 
Map overleaf. All times based on walking. 


Short Strolls 20 to 40 minutes. 


Breath of Fresh Air Walk north (turn left) along Mackenzie 
Drive around the playing field to Kindergarten; turn left 
through walkway to Mount Cook Street, past the school and 
back through shops. 20 minutes, 1.3 km/0.8 m. 


Sunshine and Shade North along Mackenzie Drive, skirting 
the playing field, on to Nun’s Veil Road: turn right onto the 
walkway (marked with red and white banded poles) behind 
the houses, round to Ruataniwha Road. Turn right and head 
back past the “Zed” Petrol Station to the Twizel Information 
Centre. 30 mins, 1.7 km/1 m. 


Town and Country Cross the playing field north to Nun’s 
Veil Road, turn left on Glen Lyon Road, go 500m. Through 
walkway on the left to cross Tekapo Drive, Godley Street 
and Mackenzie Drive into Cass Crescent, Sefton Street, 
Maryburn Road, Mount Cook Street, school and shops. 35 
mins, 1.7 km/1m. 


Sunshine, Shade and River Cross the playing field north to 
Nun’s Veil Road then cross Glen Lyon Road to gated Domain 
entrance. Down the sloping track to river, turn left on river 
bank and walk 500m and up marked sloping path on left. 
Cross Glen Lyon Road and Tekapo Drive, then turn left on 
Godley Street. Cross Mackenzie Drive and return across 
playing fields to Twizel Information Centre. 30 mins, 1.5 
km/0.9m. 


Mackenzie Drive Circuit The town’s loop road. 40 mins, 2.2 
km/1.3m. To halve it, cut through Maryburn Road which 
runs across the middle of Twizel. 


Longer Strolls 50 minutes to 2.5 hours 


Man Made Hill View Point From Twizel Information Centre 
head south past “Z” Petrol Station on Mackenzie Drive, past 
the Fire Station and golf course to Ostler Road. Turn right 
and follow marker posts around driving range to Man Made 
Hill. Ignore the dirt road left and take the gravel track ahead 
through the trees to the hill top and a great view. Continue 
along summit, down graded path at far end to Ohau Road. 
Turn right towards town, right on to Mackenzie Drive, left 
onto Maryburn Road and right into Tasman Road to shops. 
50 minutes, 2.5 km/1.5m. 


The Twizel Walkway A “Kiwi Walk” marked by red and white 
banded posts all the way. Cross the playing fields north to Nun’s 
Veil Road then cross Glen Lyon Road to the gated Domain en- 
trance and descend to Twizel River. Turn left and follow the river 
all the way (1 km/0.6 m. approx 15 mins) to gentle rise onto Glen 
Lyon Road. Head right on Glen Lyon, then turn left into North 
West Arch. At first road bend, keep right ahead on a marked flat 
track all the way round to Ohau Road (20 mins). Cross Ohau 
Road, climb Man Made Hill and take in the fine view at the far 
end. Descend the zig-zag track and follow marker posts past 
driving range, cross Ostler Road to track through trees, re-cross 
Ostler Road to grass track between Department of Conservation 
offices and the highway. Cross Ruataniwha Road into trees and 
track behind houses to Nun’s Veil Road and return across playing 
field. 1.5 — 2 hrs, 7.5 km/4.5 m. 


Lake & River Track As for Twizel Walkway (above) but turn right 
at Ohau Road. Follow the footpath to Ostler Road and right 
again to Max Smith Drive. Cross and descend track to Lake Ru- 
ataniwha. Turn left along lake edge through carpark and boat 
launching area. Climb diagonal track and cross Max Smith Drive. 
Follow fence line, cross Tussock Bend entrance and out to the 
highway - SH8. Turn left (north) towards Twizel and follow fence 
back to town. 3 hrs, 12 km/7.2m. 


Lake Ruataniwha Turn right into Mackenzie Drive and right 
again when past the High Country Holiday Lodge. At Ohau Road 
turn left and go past the golf course to Ostler Road, turn right 
and continue 1 km to Max Smith Drive. Turn left and walk along 
the edge of the bank above the lake, 1 km to the Rowing Start. 
Turn right and follow the edge of Lake Ruataniwha back to Ru- 
ataniwha Holiday Park campground 1 km and Max Smith Drive. 
Turn right up the hill then left to Ostler Road and Ohau Road to 
return to town. 2.5 hrs, 10 km/6 m. 

Alternatively: 5 mins by car to Max Smith Drive/Ostler Road in- 
tersection. Park there and follow the above directions. 1 hr, 3-4 
km. 


Lake Ruataniwha Variation Drive down to the Twizel rowing 
headquarters and walk the lakeshore road left to the 1 km mark- 
er hut. Walk round the point and into the little bay which is good 
for family picnics and swimming. There are several routes back 
to the rowing headquarters and your car. 50 mins, 3 km/1.8 m. 
Alternatively go west - right - from rowing HQ past the boat 
racks and walk the lake edge all the way to the power station tail 
race. 40 mins, 2 km/1.2 m. 


Sarah Morrison’s Grave Park close to Max Smith Drive - Morri- 
son Tce intersection— ‘2000m Start’ and walk past the boat 
ramp out to the grave site overlooking Lake Ruataniwha. Follow 
the headland right to the rowing course start, up access road 
back to Max Smith Drive. 45 mins, 2 km/1.2m. 


Walks Not Too Far Away 


Loch Cameron From Twizel Information Centre turn left and 
drive along Mackenzie Drive, right onto Nun’s Veil Road and 
left along Glen Lyon Road 6 km towards Pukaki Canal. Loch 
Cameron is on your right before the Canal embankment. Easy 
stroll with good bird watching. 25 mins, 1 km/0.6 m. walk, 5 
mins drive. 


Lake Poaka From the Pukaki Canal/Glen Lyon Road 
intersection (above), cross the canal bridge and turn right onto 
the gravel road. After 10 mins drive Lake Poaka is signposted 
on. the left. The lake is known for good fish and birdlife, so 
please keep your dog under control. There are tracks around 
most of the lake and superb views of Aoraki/Mount Cook. 75 
mins approx to walk around to north west end of the lake with 
no viable track on other side of the river. 75 mins, 4 km/2.4 m. 
walk, 10 mins drive. 


Lake Wardell From Twizel head north on SH 8 and cross the 
Pukaki Canal. Turn right off the highway to Lake Wardell. Great 
ice-skating in winter. 15 mins, 1 km/0.6 m. walk, 10 mins drive. 


Lake Pukaki Foreshore Leave Twizel and head north on SH 8 
about 10km / 6m, crossing both the canal outlet and floodway 
at the end of Lake Pukaki. Turn left after 500m as the road 
rises, onto a track into “Old Man” pine trees. A lakeshore track 
gives great views of the Southern Alps including Aoraki/Mount 
Cook. 30 mins, 2 km/1.2 m. walk, 15 mins drive. 


Wairepo Arm Drive south from Twizel past the High Country 
Salmon farm to the waterway on your left. Turn left onto gravel 
road and walk the perimeter right round lake area to the canal. 
There is a nice picnic area half way round. Super views and 
sometimes good bird watching - look for Crested Grebes in 
particular. This is private property and is closed at lambing 
time. 


There are many fine walks on the surrounding hills. To access 
the Pyramid and Ben Ohau you should call the Camerons on 
(03) 435 0791. To access north Benmore you should call the 
Aubreys on (03) 435 0579; East Benmore — the Metherells on 
(03) 435 0076; West Benmore — the Williamsons on (03) 438 
9583/438 9580. 


Pa 
These walks are full-on mountain trips and should be treated 
with respect. Take water, food, sun and wind protection and 
good shoes or light boots. Leave a note on your car and tell a 
friend where you are going and when you expect to be out. 


The Department of Conservation (03) 435 0802 produces a 
brochure that covers the Mackenzie Basin and Waitaki regions. 
The Twizel Information Centre can assist with these enquiries. 
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